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Energy Secretary Bodman
Commends Key Milestone In
Mixed-Oxide Fuel Program

TheNuclear Regulatory
Commission’s(NRC) hasauthorized
the construction of aU.S. Mixed-
Oxide (MOX) Fue Fabrication
Facility at the Department of
Energy’sSavannah River Sitein
South Carolina

Secretary of Energy Samuel W.
Bodman said, “Issuing the permit for
congruction of aMOX facility in
South Carolinaisthecrucial next
stepintheMOX program. Itisa
key milestoneinour effortsto
dispose of surplusweapons-grade
plutoniumintheU.S. and Russa.”

The United Statesand Russiaare
scheduled to begin site preparation
activitiesfortheU.S. and Russian

“We look forward to
proceeding with this
nonproliferation program
that will ultimately eliminate
enough plutonium for
thousands of nuclear
weapons in both countries.”

MOX fecilitiesthisspring, with full
congtruction of bothfacilitiestobeginin
fiscal year 2006. Morethan 30
nuclear reactorscurrently use MOX
fuel in France, Germany, Belgiumand
Switzerland.

Thefacility will fabricate nuclear

reactor fuel usngsurplusU.S.

(continued on page 2)

LUCKY SPARROW
HAWK: Beta, an
American kestrel
found grounded in an
oil drippanataY-12
National Security
Complex buildingin
Oak Ridge, Tenn.,
poses in the gloved
hand of building
manager Ron Wilson.
The story, on page 4,
has a happy ending.

Brooks Discusses
Stockpile Of The
Future At Hearing

Theadministration’s
emergingvisonfor thenuclear
weaponsenterpriseof thefuture
would replacetheexisting
stockpilewith weaponsthat
could bemoreeasily
manufactured and morereadily
available, NNSA Administrator
Linton F. Brookssaid at a
recent hearing of the Senate
Armed Services Subcommittee
on Strategic Forces.

Whileemphasizing that
NNSA'’s science-based
stockpile stewardship program
isworking and that the stockpile
issafeandreliable, hesaidthe
legacy stockpilewasnot
designedfor longevity. The
aging weaponsare being rebuilt
inlifeextenson programsthat
areboth difficult and costly.

“Theevolutionaway from
tested designsresulting fromthe
inevitableaccumulationsof smdll
changesover theextended
lifetimesof these systemsmeans
that we can count onincreasing
uncertainty inthelong-term
certification of warheadsinthe
stockpile,” hesaid. “To
addressthis problem, we must
evolveour strategy fromtoday’s
‘ certify what webuild’ to

(continued on page 3)
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D’Agostino, Hafner To Act In DP

Mixed-Oxide Fuel
Program

(continued from page 1)

weapons-grade plutonium. Oncethe
fud isirradiatedinexisting
commercial power reactors, the
plutonium can no longer bereadily
used for nuclear weapons. A similar
facility will dsobebuiltin Russato
implement theU.S.-Russian

M utonium Management and
DispositionAgreement, which
commitsboth countriesto dispose of
34 metrictonseach of surplus
weapons-grade plutonium.

Thenext step for licensing the
U.S. facility will befor NNSA's
contractor, Duke, Cogema, Stone &
Webster, to submit an operating
license gpplicationinfiscal year 2006.

TheNRC previously issued a
licenseto authorize Duke Power’s
useof four MOX fuel lead assemblies
at its Catawbanuclear power station
near Rock Hill, S.C. BeforeMOX
fuel canbeusedinggnificant
quantities, thelead assembliesmust
beirradiated inareactor to confirm
they will perform predictably.
Irradiation of lead assembliesisastep
towardspermanent licensing for use
of MOX fuel.
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Tom D’ Agostino has been named
acting deputy administrator for
defense programs by Administrator
Linton Brooks. HesucceedsDr.
Everet Beckner, whoretired at the
end of April.

“Tom hasawealth of knowledgein
all aspectsof defense programs
activitiesand we are pleased that he
hasagreed to serveinthiscapacity,”
Brookssaid. “Tom hascontributed
immeasurably to the successof
defense programsunder Dr.
Beckner’sleadership and welook
forwardtoworking directly with him
inthischalenging assgnment.”

Additionaly, Steve Hafner,

currently the assi stant deputy
administrator for the Office of
Secure Transportation, hasagreed
to atemporary assignment asthe
acting principal deputy
adminigtrator for defense
programsbeginning Junel. He
will replace Brigadier Genera
RonHaeckd, whowill retirefrom
the United StatesAir Forceinlate
May.

“Steve' sexperienceand
background in the department,
with SandiaNational Laboratories
andwiththemilitary, will serve
himwell inthisnew assgnment,”
Brookssaid.

NNSA Service Center Personnel Changes

Key personnel changes have been
made at NNSA’s Service Center in
Albuquerque, Service Center Director
K aren Boardman announced.

Larry Kirkman, associate director,
Officeof Federal Services, retired on
April 1. Boardman hasnamed Debby
Miller, currently the associatedirector,
Officeof Business Services, toreplace
him.

The Office of Federal Services
provideshuman resource, training,
informationtechnology andfacility
support to the Service Center and its
customers. The Personnel Security
Department, which currently resides
under the Office of Business Services,
will berealigned under the Office of
Federal Services.

Theassociate director for business
servicespositionwill be competed. In
theinterim, Frank Baca, deputy
director of the Service Center, will aso
serve asacting associate director for

the Officeof Business Services.

Mike Zamorski, associate
director, Officeof Ingtitutiona
Affairs, hasagreed to assumethe
position of senior safety advisorin
the Office of Technical Services
uponreturnfrom hisdetall tothe
SandiaSite Office. The Service
Center continuestoreceive
multiplerequestsfor safety
support.

The Officeof PublicAffairs
andthe Office of EEO/Diversity,
whichweredigned under the
Officeof Indtitutional Affairs, will
report to Frank Baca, Service
Center deputy director. The
Employee ConcernsProgramwill
beadigned under Chad Glines,
Financial Review and Performance
Assessment Department, Officeof
Feld Financid Management.
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Brooks Discusses Stockpile Of The Future At Hearing

(continued from page 1)

tomorrow’s* build what we can

an adversary to counter them before
theU.S. deterrent isdegraded.

certify.” Technically, thestockpileis

To explorewhether thereisa wrong because current warheads
better way to weredesigned to maximizeexplosive
sudainexiging yi_eldwith _
military capabilities minimumsze
inthestockpile andweight and
without nuclear tomaximizethe
testing, NNSAis number of
initiatinganew warheadson a
congressiondly sngleddivery
funded program system, hesaid.
cdledtheRdiable If the stockpile
Replacement weredesigned
Warhead (RRW), today under_ a
Brookssaid. It test moratorium
will helpto for ddivery
understand systemsthat
whether relaxing would carry
\é\(l)e:l‘g?:jn?;sﬁ?:osed NNSA Administrator Linton F. Brooks miews
on Cold War systems technical risk
could providereplacement would bemanaged differently. Size
componentsfor existing stockpile and weight would betraded for
weaponsthat could bemoreeasily increased performancemargins,

manufactured, morereadily available,
and produced with more
environmentaly benignmaterids.
Additiondly, itwill maintainhigh
confidenceintheir safety and reliability
without nuclear testing for aslong as
theU.S. requiresnuclear forces.

“Becausethey would be designed
to belesssengtivetoincrementa
aging effects, they would dramaticaly
reducethe possibility that the United
Stateswould ever befacedwitha
need to conduct anuclear testin order
todiagnoseor remedy areliability
problem,” hesaid.

Inaddition, he said, the nuclear
weaponsinfrastructureisnot currently
responsive enough to meet
unanticipated eventsor emerging
threats, or to anticipateinnovationsby

system longevity and ease of
maintenance.

Theexisting stockpileismost
likely still toolarge, hesaid. The
Presdent’sdecisonto significantly
reducethe stockpileiscontingent on
achieving aresponsvenuclear
wegponsinfrastructure. Until then, it
will benecessary toretaina
substantial number of non-deployed
warheadsto hedgeagainst a
technicd failureof acritica warhead
or delivery system or against
unforeseen geopolitica changes.

“Establishing aresponsive nuclear
infrastructurewill provide
opportunitiesfor additional stockpile
reductionsbecausewecanrely less
on the stockpileand moreon

infrastructure, i.e., ability to produce
or repair warheadsin sufficient
quantity inatimely way, in
responding to technical failluresor
new emerging threats,” Brookssaid.

The post-9/11 terrorist threat
requiresthat NNSA now consider
thepossibility of well-armed and
competent terrorist suicideteams
seeking to gain accessto awarhead
inorder to detonateit in place.

“Thishasdriven our site security
posture from one of containment and
recovery of stolen warheadsto one
of denial of any accessto
warheads,” hesaid. “Thischange
hasdramatically increased security
costsfor ‘ gates, guns, guards’ at our
nuclear weaponssites. If wewere
designing the stockpiletoday, we
would apply new technologiesand
approachesto warhead-level use
control asameansto reduce
physical security costs.”

If RRW feasihility studies
suggest the concept istechnically
possible, Brookssaid, asmall
number of warheads could be
produced by 2012-15to
demonstratethat an RRW system
can bemanufactured and certified
without nuclear testing. At that point
theU.S. would havethe optionto
cut short or cease someongoing life
extension programs, apply the
savingsto begintransformingthe
stockpilewith asubstantidd RRW
component, and to use stockpile
transformation to achieveamore
responsiveinfrastructure.

“1 hopethe committeefinds our
vision both coherent and
compelling,” hesaid. “But | must
emphasizethatitissmply that, a
long-termvision, nothingmoreand
nothingless”
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Y-12 Workers Save, Set Bird Free

A seldom-used overhead cranein
themiddle of World Wer I era
building isnot the placewhere one
might expect tofind any kind of wild
creature, much lessabird of prey.
But that’swhat happened at the Y-
12 National Security Complexin
Oak Ridge.

In February, an American
kestrel, or sparrow hawk, covered
withoil and unabletofly, was
discovered by indudtria hygienist
Larry Brantley inbuilding 92041, |
alsoknownasBetal. Thebuilding |
wasoriginaly usedto separate
uraniumfor thefirst atomic
weapon. Thebird had
apparently gottenintooil ina
drip pan underneath the motor of
thecraneinthe high bay areaof
thebuilding. Theoil had fouled
thebird sfeet and feathers.

Nooneissurehow thebirdgot in
thebuilding, but they made sureit got
OUt.

Brantley found building manager
RonWilson, told him about the bird
and they went back and followed the
oily trail left by thebird asit tried to
escape. They foundthebird hiding
behind anindustria storagedrumtwo
floorsbelow whereit wasorigindly
seen. Wilson, who hasexperience
handling birdsof prey, used aheavy
gloveto protect hishandsand caught
thebird, whichisabout thesizeof a
pigeon. Gary Beck worked with
Wilson and Brantley to make
arrangementsto get the bird out of the
plant.

Brantley took the birdto the Clinch
River Raptor Center in Clinton, Tenn.,
where Brantley’swifeand sonwork as
volunteers.

The Raptor Center isavolunteer
organization located at Clinton Middle

4

School and providesrehabilitation
servicestoinjured birdsof prey. The
center alsoinvolvesthe studentsand
community through outreach

] TYERGAR e

KESTREL RESCUE: Larry Brantley, holding the
sparrow hawk, and Ron Wilson prepare to release
Beta, afemae American kestrel, back to her native
habitat near the Y-12 National Security Complex in
Tennessee.

programs, and isan active participant
inY 12'sannual Safety Expo.

Thefemalebird wasgiventhe
name Beta. Betawaswashed to
removeresidua oil from her feet, tail,
and wing feathers, and fed adiet of
meal wormsand micedonated by the
Oak Ridge National Laboratory’s
“mousehouse.”

While under observation, Beta
received additional bathsand was
kept for about threeweeksin aflight
cage. Onceverified that shecouldfly,
Betawasreturned to Y-12 where
Wilson, Brantley and Beck rel eased
her back to her native habitat. Wilson
saidwhenit wastimetoreleasethe
birdit perched briefly on hisfingers
and looked around beforeflying off.

“If Larry had not noticed her and
we had not tracked her down she
would have perishedin that building.
Wewould havejust found the
feathers. It was one of thosethings
that hel psyour soul,” Wilson said.

Pantex Achieves
Clean Texas, Cleaner
World Partner Status

The Texas Commissionon
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) has
notified BWXT Pantex and the
NNSA Pantex Site Officethat the
plant hasachieved membershipin
the* Clean Texas, Cleaner World”
program.

Thisprogram recognizesentities
withinthe State of Texasthat have
robust environmental management
programsand specific objectivesfor
improving environmental impacts
duetofacility activities. This
milestone culminatesmonthsof hard
work by the Environmental
Management System (EMS)
Implementation Teamand al Pantex
employees.

“Sinceweimplemented the
Environmenta Management System
at Pantex, we haveworked hard to
increase our avarenessand improve
theeffectsour actionshaveonthe
environment,” said Pantex Site
OfficeManager DanGlenn. “Itis
rewarding to seeour actions
recognized by thisprogram.”

The Pantex EM Sismodeled on
thelnternationa Organizationfor
Standardization’s1SO 14001,
Environmental Management
Systems. Thismodel isaccepted
internationaly andistheprimary
model inthe United Statesfor
environmenta management. The
cornerstonefor thesystemisto
assessdll activities, productsand
servicesfor environmenta impact
and take appropriate actionsto
improvethedetrimental impacts.

Pantex was admitted to the
Texasprogram at the partner level.
A futuremilestonefor theplantisto
achievenationd leader levd.
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NNSA Authorizes Restart Of The Sandia Annular
Core Research Reactor After Recent Upgrades

The Sandia Site Office (SSO) provide pulse and steady-state activitiesfor thewegponsprograms,
hasauthorized restart of theAnnular  neutronirradiation environmentsfor Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Core Research Reactor reactor safety
(ACRR) at Sandia experiments, other
National Laboratories, DOE nuclear devel opment
enabling thereactor to programs, and others,
resume countless mainly DoD. TheACRR
experimentsfor dsomantansan
weapons surety. authorizationbass
“Thisisanimportant capability tobeutilizedfor
step. It'sbeenalot of theproduction of medica
hard work by alot of isotopes. Theisotope
people, both onthe production capability
part of my staff and ismaintained for DOE/
Sandia’'sTechAreaV,” Officeof Nuclear Energy,
sad athoughitisnot currently
MikeZamorski, the active.
acting director for “Therestart of the
SSO'sOfficeof ACRRisextremdy
Nuclear important totheeectronic

Facilitiesand Safety
Basis. “I want tothank
every oneof themfor
their dedicationand
perseverancein
achievingthisimportant
milestone”

partsand systemlevel
qudificationactivitiesfor
thearming, fuzingand
firingsystemusedinthe
W76-1LifeExtenson
Program,” said Ron
Rodger, programliaison

TheACRR entered engineer for SSO'sOffice
amaintenanceoutagein of Defense Programs &
July 2004 for upgrades Quality Assurance,
tothe Plant Protection Preparation for
System (PPS). The restarting thereactor after
PPSupgradewas REACTOR RESTARTS: The Sandia Site Office has authorized restart  upgradesincluded
nwy to d | e.VI atg Klf et\zel\,:\enxr;lélozilr Core Research Reactor at Sandia National Laboratoriesin rigoroustraining fOI‘
mantenancedifficulties operatorsand revisionsto
associated with parts the Safety Basis. Both
and componentsthat Sandia, and SSO review
have become obsolete. theirradiation of experimentsina teams conducted independent

TheACRRisawater- central irradiation cavity or oneof readiness assessments.
moderated, low-power, pool-type,  several out-of-coreexterna cavities, Restart of theACRR restoresan
pulsing reactor that usesanenriched  or for performing neutron integrd part of testing for the
ceramicoxidefud of uranium radiography. national nuclear wesponscomplex.
dioxideand beryllium oxide (UO2- Historically, theACRR has
BeO). Itsprimary missionisto conducted research and devel opment
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Successful Los Alamos Experiment Supports Weapon
Maintenance With Hydrodynamic Experiments

Using theworld’smost powerful
flash X-ray machine, LosAlamos
Nationa L aboratory hassuccessfully

P

DARHT: Aeria view of thethe Dual AxisRadiographic
Hydrodynamic Test facility at Los Alamos.

captured ahigh-resolution X-ray
imagefollowing detonation of amock-
up of imploding weapon components.

The experiment, conducted at the
Dua AxisRadiographic
Hydrodynamic Test Facility
(DARHT), supportscontinued
maintenance of akey nuclear weapon
component of theU.S. nuclear
deterrent, without areturnto
underground testing.

Over the next few months, theLos
Alamosteamwill comparethe
radiographicimage
with computer models, closdly
examineany differencesandrefinethe
modelsso they more accurately
represent weapon behavior.

“TheLosAlamos success of
hydroshot 3625 isatestament to the
integrity and technica excellence of
LosAlamos stewardship of the W76.
| am extremely pleased with the great
work you'vedone,” said Everet
Beckner, recently retired deputy
administrator for NNSA defense

6

programs.

DARHT isahigh-explosivefiring
siteequipped with aflash X-ray
machinethat records
interior detailsof
densemetal objects
to createimages of
mock-upsof nuclear
weapon components
#  at themoment of
implogon.
Hydrodynamic
> experimentsmeasure
~  theimploson
characteristicsof
weapon components
usngsmulated
materids, which
permit
scientiststo evaluate
somecrucial aspects
of nuclear weapon
performance.

Theexperimentis
themost recentina
series, andis
designedto gather
key dataneeded by
NNSA'sLife
Extenson Program
fortheW76
warhead on
Trident
submarine-launched Ballisticmissiles.

Thishydrotest at DARHT required
close, extensive cooperation between
thelaboratory and NNSA'sLos
AlamosSite Office,

Thefirstaxisof DARHT has
provided high-quality imagesto
NNSA'sstockpile stewardship
program sincelate 1999in several
hydrodynamic experimentsand
dozensof smdler high-explosives

experiments, dl of which have
providedimagesof unprecedented
resolution and clarity.

At DARHT, electron
acceleratorsproduceintense,
penetrating X-ray beamsthat, likea
flash bulb, can freezethe motion of
objectsmoving at explosively driven
speedsof morethan 2,000 milesan
hour. Electronsused for the
snapshot are accel erated to
energiesof 20millionvolts, and are
convertedto X-raysthat expend
that energy injust 60-billionthsof a
second.

Thesecond axisat DARHT,
when completed, will enable
stereoscopi ¢ and time sequenced

SHOT IN THE DARHT: The successful Hydro 3625 shot.

viewsof hydrodynamic
experiments. Thenext
hydrodynamic experimentinthe
current seriesat DARHT is
scheduled for thissummer.

Got an article for the NNSA
Newsletter? Submit it for
consideration to
Astotts@doeal .gov
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U.S., Canada Cooperate In Closure Of Russian
Weapons-Grade Plutonium Production Reactor

Canadian Foreign AffairsMinister
Pierre Pettigrew and Secretary of
Energy Samuel Bodman have
announcedthesigning of a

memorandum of understanding (MOU)
to assist with the permanent closure of

oneof thefina operating weapons-

grade plutonium productionreactorsin

Russa

Under the MOU, Canadawiill
contribute $9 million Canadian (U.S.
$7 million) tothe U.S. Department of
Energy’sElimination of Wegpons-
Grade Plutonium Production
(EWGPP) program. The Canadian

contributiontothisinitiativeispart of its

$1 billion pledge under the G8-led

Global Partnership Against the Spread

of Weaponsand Materialsof Mass
Destruction.

Thegoal of the EWGPP programis

to permanently shut down three
Russian nuclear reactorsand replace

themwith fossi| energy plants. These
reactors, which provide necessary
heat and el ectricity to two regionsin
Siberiag, also generateasignificant
amount of plutonium that could be
used to make nuclear weapons. The
Russian government hasagreed to
permanently shut down thereactors
oncereplacement energy is

step toward meeting thispriority,”
said Secretary Bodman.

TheGlobal Partnership Against
the Spread of Weaponsand
Materialsof MassDestructionisa
criticd initiativefor preventing
terrorism relating to weapons of mass
destruction. Canadaiscurrently
contributing to projectsinal four of

provided. itspriority aress:
ag:;‘:};ﬂ key “Ending the production of g‘lil“;‘tggﬁ‘;?; -
tohatingthe weapons-g rad(.e plut(_)nl_um IS destruction of
oroductionof 2 non-prollf_eratlon priority for qmica Weapons;
materias” sad international community.”  former weapons
Minister Secretary Bodman scientists; and
Pettigrew. “We dispostionof fissle
arepleasedtobeableto cooperate  materias. The United States pledges
withour U.S. partnersonthis approximately $1 billionannudly for
important security initiative.” activitiesunder the Global
“Thesigning of thisMOU with Partnership.

our Canadian partnersisanother key

Y-12 Leads Effort To Reduce Weapons-Usable Nuclear Material Stockpile

Down blended highly enriched
uranium (HEU) that wasformerly part
of theU.S. stockpile of weapons-
usablefisslematerid will beloaded
into the Tennessee Valley Authority’s
BrownsFerry Nuclear Plantin
Alabamathisspring. Thiswill bethe
first of severa down blended fuel
reloads made possiblethroughthe
collaboration of NNSA's Off

Specification Fuel Programand TVA's

Blended L ow Enriched Uranium
(BLEU) program.

The Off Specification Fuel Program

takesenriched uranium from NNSA
sourcesand providesitto TVA for
conversonintolow-enriched materia
to generateelectricity. Theprogram

helpstoreducetheU.S. stockpile
of wegpons-usablefisslematerid
and helpsto sgnificantly reducethe
costsassociated with storage,
security and disposal. Theprogram
iIsmanaged by the' Y-12 National
Security Complex for NNSA's
Officeof FissleMaterids
Dispogition.

Morethan 50 metric tons of
HEU will ultimately bediminated
throughthe BLEU program. When
blended down to producefue for a
commercia nuclear power reactor,
thismateria could provide€dectricity
to every householdinthe United
Statesfor 122 days.

“Converting thismateria to
reactor fuel isby far thelowest-cost
optionfor dedling withthematerial, as
compared to storage or disposal of
themateria aswaste. Down blending
itand burning it asfuel in power
reactorseliminatesitsusefor
weapons, lowerscostsand provides
abenefittothepublic,” said Bill
Brumley, Manager of the NNSA'sY-
12 Site Office.

The DOE materia isbeing
shipped from severd locations,
including Y-12, the Savannah River
Site, Idaho National Laboratory and
theBWX Technologiesfacility in
Lynchburg, Va
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Successful Upgrade Provides Enhanced Power At LANL Building

A successful eectrical
infrastructureand safety upgrades
(EISV) project at aL osAlamos
National Laboratory (LANL)
building that housesasignificant
portion of theLANL PhysicsDivison
andtheMaterials Scienceand
Technology Division, hasprovidedits
occupantswith the power and
electricity they need to do their jobs.

Theeélectrical upgradesat
LANL’'sBuilding40involvedthe
designandingtallation of anew
power distribution system to meet
current electrical codesand
standards. Electrical safety hazards
such asinadequate grounding
systems, overloaded branch circuits,

outdated el ectrical equipment
previously exposed employeesand
occupantsto potential riskssuch as
fires, arc blasts, shock or

dectrocution. All of thesedeficiencies

were corrected through atotal
replacement of theeectrical system
withinthebuilding.

Theproject involved 20,000 staff
hours, with morethan 85 percent
performed during normal working
hours, with zero safety or security
incidents. The constructionwork was
srategically planned during thedesign
phaseto allow the new power
digtributionsystemtobeingtaledin
sections, whichminimizedthe
occupants exposureto hazardsand

theamount of downtimeto
programmatic and scientific projects.
No officewasout of servicefor
morethan oneweek.

The EISU Building 40 project
cost atotal of $2.9 millionand was
funded fromthe Facilitiesand
Infrastructure Recapitalization
Program (FIRP) along with severa
othersinaseriesof EISU projects
acrossthelaboratory. Overdl, this
seriesof projectsisonly aportion of
thelarger EISU project |aboratory-
wide$67 million effort to upgrade
electrica power systemsinbuildings
that areold or do not meet current
electrical safety codes.

NNSA Official Addresses Department Of Defense Conference

For thefirst time, NNSA provided
apresentation to aplenary session of
the Department of Defense’'s(DoD)
Diminishing Manufacturing Sources
and Materials Shortages(DMSMYS)
conference. The recent presentation
covered programmaticissuesand
concernsthat the NNSA and DoD
share. It also provided afocusfor
exploring strategic partnershipsand
complementary work opportunitiesof
mutua benefit.

The conferencewasheld to help
DoD program managers, logisticians,
and suppliersunderstand how to
combat awide range of weapon
system, infrastructure and supply-
chain/logisticsobsolescence
problems. DMSM S problemsarean
increasing concern asthe servicelives
of DoD weapon systemsare
extended andthelifecyclesfor high
technol ogy componentsdecrease.
Theproblemisfurther complicated by
areductionintheindustrial base
dedicated to production of military
8

equipmen.
The NNSA presenter, Roger
Lewis, director of the Office of

Stockpile Technology, told attendees at

the conferencethat the NNSA has
muchincommonwiththeDoD that
canleadto beneficia collaborations.
“We have been together with the
Department of Defensesincethe

Manhattan Project. We havetaken the

samejourney through the Cold War

withyou,” hesaid, explainingthe DOE/

NNSA'stransitiontoasmaller
weapons complex faced with new
chdlenges.

The NNSA’'s complementary work

programs can support theDMSM S
problem, and several NNSA/DoD
collaborationshaveaready been
successful. “Wedo alot aready,” the
NNSA senior manager said, “andwe

areopen to doing morewhereit makes

sense.”

Aninformation booth was staffed
with NNSA and contractor personnel
fromthe Kansas City Plant, Los

AlamosNational Laboratory,
Pantex Plant, Savannah River
National Laboratory andY-12. The
booth highlighted various
technologieswithinthe Nuclear
Weapons Complex that are
accessibleto other agenciesthrough
awidevariety of interagency
mechanismsand technology transfer
arrangements.

“Wetalkedtoalot of the
conference attendeesthisweek, and
| believethat many morepeople
who are concerned about DMSM'S
problems seethat the NNSA can be
apart of their solution,” said Diana
Ritter, Kansas City Site Office
program manager.

Robin Spradlen, program
devel opment manager withtheY-12
Site Office, said, “1 wasvery
encouraged to seehow all thesites
worked together to develop and
staff the booth and represent the
NNSA very positively.”
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